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Messages from Hiroshima's Middle School Students
to People of the World

A Message for Peace

We tend to think that the elimination of war or the realization of peace is
something that the government or adults should work on, and that there is
nothing we can do. But I think there is something we can do for peace.

I have done homestays in Malaysia, Australia, and Canada. During my stay in
these countries, I met a lot of people, including host families, English teachers,
and local students. When I tried to talk to them about Japan and Hiroshima, they
tried hard to understand my poor English. When I couldn’t understand what they
said, they spoke -slowly or explained in a different way so that I could
understand. When you communicate with others, the most important thing is to
make mutual efforts to make yourself understood and to understand what the
other is trying to say. When I remember my homestay experiences, the first
things that come to mind are the smiling faces of the people I met. I don’t want
to go to war with their countries. Nobody wants to start a war with any country
their friends live in. In this way, I believe that the most basic thing we young
people can do right now to prevent or eliminate war is to make friends with
individuals in various countries and deepen mutual understanding.

You may think that it is very difficult to make friends with people in many
countries. But as we live in an Internet society, we can connect with people
outside Japan through social media without going overseas. In doing so, it is
important to learn foreign languages, especially English. I want to study English
very hard, meet as many people in the world as I can, and contribute to the
realization of a world with no war.

€ August.2017

Kokt Yoshimoto

This sKeet of paper is made from recycled paper cranes dedicated

at the Children’s Peace Monument in Peace Memorial Park.
Post your response to this message !
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